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it seemed a welcome lair; On foreign soil, at 
break of day, I saw him lying there. The 
command to halt had come at last, sweet 
peace and rest were his; And then I took my 
weary soul and stole into the mist. My soul 
seemed dead, my mind a blank, I could not 
reason why; So great a task was asked of 
him, or why he had to die. For days I pon-
dered, lost in doubt, just a asking why; And, 
then at last, the mist broke out, again I saw 
the sky. I saw the face of God look down, His 
staff was raised on high; And at His side, 
with hand in hand, I saw our soldier boy. And 
there my soul worn vision found its answer 
as to why; This soldier boy of ours had lived 
and why he had to die. His life had been all 
goodness, and glorious his deed; God too, has 
use for soldiers, very special are His needs. 
Tis the good who die to glory, and for us left 
here behind; their noble lives remind us we 
too should be their kind. The light he burned 
so brightly, in home or far afield; Will light 
our steps upward in God’s commanded zeal. 
Encouraged by his example, strengthened by 
his unfaltering faith, We too may leave the 
battle, to rest in God’s grace. And, so my vi-
sion ended, with God and Louie, too; I now 
resume my journey, as he would have me do. 

So Mr. Speaker it is my honor to rise to rec-
ognize Staff Sergeant Lewis Annear for his 
service, dedication, and ultimate sacrifice to 
our great country. As we dedicate the new Na-
tional World War II Memorial, I call on my col-
leagues to join with me in recognizing this 
brave American as he gave his life to ensure 
the freedom that America enjoys today. 
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Junior Matrons of Morris-
town, New Jersey in my Congressional District 
who this year are celebrating their 45th Anni-
versary. 

In 1959, the Junior Matrons of Morristown 
began with a group of twelve young African- 
American women who pooled their time and 
resources to found a working group to address 
one of the critical issues facing African-Amer-
ican youth—low numbers of high school grad-
uates going on to pursue post-secondary edu-
cation. 

Their motto became ‘‘service through schol-
arship,’’ and the group began working to in-
crease opportunities for black youth to attend 
college. A lack of cultural and historical prece-
dent among African-Americans, the difficulty in 
financing college education and the limited 
track record of admissions of black high 
school graduates to major colleges and uni-
versities, were just a few of the obstacles con-
fronting young African-Americans who may 
have wanted to attend college at the time. 
When the twelve young black women of the 
Junior Matrons of Morristown got together, 
they decided they would take direct action to 
change this scenario. 

In a bold move, they decided to host an an-
nual cotillion that would serve at least three 
purposes: (1) it would help raise the con-
sciousness of the African-American community 
about education as a vehicle for pursuing eco-
nomic, political and social advancement; (2) it 
would recognize and reward those who re-

mained committed to achieving their first major 
educational milestone and (3) through per-
sonal, corporate, agency and organizations 
contributions, it would generate substantive 
funds needed to encourage and enable high 
school students to translate the dream of a 
college education into a reality. 

The passion and energy behind the found-
ing of the Junior Matrons has continued 
unabated for these last 45 years, and is a 
credit to the collective vision of these twelve 
charter members: The late Sue Graddick, Har-
riet Britt, the late Frances Younginer, my dear 
friend Dr. Felicia B. Jamison, Emma L. Martin, 
Nancy Yett, Muriel Hiller, Nadine Alston, the 
late Emanualine Smith, Natalie Holmes, the 
late Marie Davis, the late Natalie Thurmond 
Lattimore and Cecelia Dowdy. 

Over the years the Junior Matrons have 
been honored by the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People and the 
National Urban League, among many others. 
As a testimony of the enduring idealism of 
these inspired women, the Junior Matrons of 
Morristown have provided financial assistance 
to over 3,000 high school students, and has 
dispensed over $2 million over its lifetime. The 
beneficial and residual impact of this assist-
ance cannot be over-estimated. Although a 
few of the original group are no longer with us, 
new leaders have taken on the mantle and are 
endowed with the same zeal and vision. 

Mr. Speaker, I am quite certain that the Jun-
ior Matrons will continue in the years ahead to 
promote the cause of quality education and 
help provide opportunities for our young peo-
ple to pursue college degrees and productive, 
fulfilling careers. I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Junior Matrons 
of Morristown as they celebrate 45 dedicated 
years of serving our community. 
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a momentous year for the Steve 
Smith family of Brentwood, Tennessee. Not 
only is Steve celebrating his 50th birthday this 
year, he is also celebrating 25 years of mar-
riage to the former Denise Stinson and the 
50th anniversary of his business, Haury and 
Smith Contractors. 

Steve’s late father, Reese Smith Jr., started 
Haury and Smith Contractors with a high 
school buddy. Beginning as a simple two-man 
operation, the residential home-building com-
pany has prospered into a venture now boast-
ing an annual volume of business at $20 mil-
lion. Steve’s father would be proud of what he 
and his brother, Reese Smith III, have accom-
plished with the company. 

Steve is known by his friends as having 
been an outstanding baseball player at Middle 
Tennessee State University. He is also a big- 
game hunter and an accomplished Tennessee 
walking horse enthusiast. But it’s widely recog-
nized that his most significant accomplishment 
was getting Denise to marry him. They have 
two outstanding sons, Matthew and Stephen, 
who, fortunately, took after their mother when 

it comes to academics. Stephen currently is 
attending Princeton, and Matt will be joining 
him this fall. 

Steve is a good friend who has given me 
great advice over the years. I congratulate him 
for reaching these remarkable milestones. And 
I congratulate his family for putting up with him 
for all these years. 
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Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a dear friend and a remarkable 
woman, the late Jane Barker. In her short life-
time, she had a profound influence on the 
lives of countless children and families in New 
York City. At the time of her passing, Jane 
served as the Chief Program Officer at Safe 
Horizon, the leading nonprofit victim assist-
ance, advocacy, and violence prevention orga-
nization in New York City. 

Jane was born and raised in St. Louis, Mis-
souri. She earned her Masters Degree in So-
cial Work from Washington University and 
began her professional career as a school so-
cial worker in Peoria, Illinois. In 1976, Jane 
moved to New York City where she worked at 
the Brooklyn Society for Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children and the New York City Department 
of Mental Health. In 1987, Jane began work-
ing at Safe Horizon. During her 16-year tenure 
there, she shaped the direction of numerous 
programs. Most recently, Jane led Safe Hori-
zon’s trauma response efforts after 9/11, with 
a particular focus on providing mental health 
support to those in need. 

Jane’s legacy will be her pioneering work 
with the Children’s Advocacy Centers in New 
York City. In 1985, I started the first Children’s 
Advocacy Center in Alabama when I learned 
that child abuse victims were subjected to sig-
nificant trauma from the systems that were 
supposed to be protecting and helping them. 
Jane shared this vision and courageously set 
out to change the system. With Jane’s unwav-
ering dedication and commitment, the Brook-
lyn Child Advocacy Center opened its doors in 
1996, creating a child-friendly and supportive 
environment where children did not have to 
feel responsible for what happened to them. 
As a result of her vision and leadership, over 
15,000 children have come through the Brook-
lyn Center. 

Mr. Speaker, in her lifetime, Jane had a pro-
found influence on services for victims of 
crime and child abuse, their families, an com-
munities. Members of her family, friends, and 
colleagues will gather to celebrate her life and 
her devotion to improving the lives of those 
around her. I want to commend Safe Horizon 
for dedicating the Brooklyn Child Advocacy 
Center in Jane’s honor and loving memory. 

Mr. Speaker, Jane Barker was a tremen-
dous individual who touched the lives of thou-
sands of individuals and who was taken from 
us during the peak of her life. I rise today in 
her honor. 
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